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Letter  from  Craigie  to  Arjta  dated  IS  Jpno  1935 


BRITISH  EMBASSY 
TOKYO. 

15th  June,  1939 

Immediate 
My  dear  Minister, 

With  reference  to  our  conversation  yesterday  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  have  now  received  news  from  His  Majesty's  Consul-General  at  xientB  n 
indicating  that  the  military  restrictions  now  "being  loosed  on  communi¬ 
cations  with  the  British  Concession  are  being  aprlied  in  such  a  way  as 
to  constitute  definite  and  grave  anti-British  discrimination.  According 
to  this  reoort  all  British  subjects  are  being  held  up  for  from  ona-half 
to  one  hour  and  rigorously  searched  on  entering  and  leaving  the  Concession 
in  the  sane  manner  as,  and  together  with,  all  Chinese.  Other  foreigners 
are  being  allowed  to  pass  without  stoppage  or  examination.  It  further 
aopiears  that  some  British  subjects,  including  military  in  uniform,  have 
been  refused  exit. 

By  no  process  of  reasoning  can  such  discrimination  against  British 
subjects  be  Justified  by  the  Japanese  authorities  on  the  plea  either 
of  self-defendo  or  in  connection  with  the  case  of  tfo*  four  Chinese  which 
we  discussed  yesterday.  I  cannot  believe  that  such  action  has  the 
authority  or  even  the  approval  of  the  Japanese  Government  and.  I  must 
therefore  ask  Your  Excellency  to  be  good  enough  to  arrange  for  instruc¬ 
tions  to  be  despatch  to  the  proper  Japanese  authorities  in  Tientsin  to 
ensure  that  every  form  of  discrimination  against  British  subjects  is 
at  once  discontinued. 

Ths  matter  being,  as  you  will  see,  very  urgent,  I  should  be  most 
grateful  if  Your  Excellency  would,  if  possible,  let  me  have  a  reply  to 
this  letter  today  in  order  that  I  may  give  His  Majesty's  Government 
precise  information  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Japanese  Government  in 
the  matter. 

Believe  me. 

my  dear  Minister 

Yours  very  sincerely , 
(signed)  R.  L.  Craigie. 


His  Excellency 

Mr.  Hachiro  Arita, 

His  Inperial  Japanese  Majesty's 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
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Letter  from  Craigie  to  Arlta.  .dated  25,  Jung_19ga. 


BRITISH  EMBASSY 
TOKYO. 
June  25th,  1939 


lour  Excellency, 

Under  instruction®  from  Hie  Majesty**  Governments  in  the  Uhited 
Kingdom  and  New  Zealand,  I  have  tho  honour  to  bring  to  Your  Excellency* s 
notice  a  case  of  gross  indignity  inflicted  on  the  23rd  instant  by  agents 
of  the  Japanese  Array  upon  Mr.  Cecil  Davie,  honorary  New  Zealand  Government 
agent  at  Tientsin.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  set  out  in  the  enclosed 
memorandum  and,  in  accordance  with  my  instructions  I  desire  to  protest 
in  the  strongest  possible  manner  against  this  insulting  behaviour  to  an 
official  of  the  New  Zealand  Government  and  a  well-known  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  member  of  the  British  community.  This  act,  following  on  numerous 
other  cases  which  I  brought  to  Your  Excellency**  attention  on  June  15th, 

16th,  18th  and  20th,  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  deliberate  nature  of  the 
provocation  now  being  offered  by  the  local  Japanese  authorities.  A 
further  instance  of  similar  inexcusable  behaviour  which  has  since  come 
to  my  notice  is  shown  in  the  second  enclosure  to  this  note. 

2.  In  an  interview  with  representatives  of  the  press  on  the  21st 
instant  the  official  Spokesman  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  said 
that  he  could  state  categorically  that  no  indignities  as  reported  were 
being  inflicted  on  British  subjects  entering  or  leaving  the  blockaded  British 
Municipal  Area  at  Tientsin,  and  that  no  discrimination  was  being  made 
against  them.  This  statement  is  not  in  pccordance  with  the  facts  dis¬ 
closed  in  the  accompanying  documents. 

3.  Your  Excellency  has  informed  me  that  it  is  not  the  intention 
of  the  Japanese  Government  to  discriminate  against  British  subjects, 
to  restrict  their  food  supplies  or  to  subject  them  to  abuses  end 
indignities.  Nevertheless,  these  intolerable  outrages  continue  and, 

as  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Japanese 
Ambassador  in  London  on  the  23rd  instant,  are  arousing  great  indignation 
in  Great  Britain.  I  have  accordingly  received  instructions  to  request 
that  Your  Excellency  will  ensure  that  immediate  steps  are  taken  to  put 
a  stop  to  these  acts  and  to  provide  that  proper  respect  be  given  to  the 
rights  under  whioh  British  subjects  are  entitled  by  treaty  to  live  and 
trade  peacefully  in  China. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency 
the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 


I 

His  Excelloncy 
Mr.  Hachiro  Arita 

His  Imperial  Japanese  Majesty* s 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


(Signed) 


■;1 

i 
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Kr.  Cecil  Davis,  Chairman  of  the  Tientsin  Country  Club  and  honorary 
.-.gont  of  the  kTew  Zealand  Government  when  he  attempted  to  paes  the  harriers 
on  the  ni^t  of  June  23rd  was  told  when  he  reached  the  inspection  ehed  to 
take  off  hie  clothoe.  He  donturred  and  stated  if  that  were  to  he  the 
proceeding  ho  would  not  pees  the  harriore  at  all  hut  would  etny  the  night 
in  the  Concession.  The  inspecting  officer  promptly  struck  Davis  on  tho 
faco  and  told  him  ho  would  have  to  go.  At  this  stage  three  other 
;  Japanese  v/ho  were  abetting  rouse  up  and  Davis  felt  in  the  circumstancos  ho 
J  had  no  alternative  hut  to  submit  to  whatover  treatment  was  given  him.  Ho 
1 1  was  thon  me.de  to  ronove  all  his  clothing  except  his  briefs  and  spent 

$  fifteen  minutes  in  full  view  of  tho  passers-by  including  women,  during 

which  time  his  clothing  et  cotera  were  subjected  to  delatory  examination. 
On  leaving  his  passport  was  loft  on  tho  ground. 
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Mote  to 


Substance  of  a  Statement  Begarding  the  Treatment  of 

Mr.  Lord  and  Mr.  House  at  tho  barrior  at  Tiontsin. 


hut  -i n * 'fiii  i  iJf*  Ho^B0^-nA  Kr*  Lord  wore  placed  on  a  straw  mat  in  a 
ut  in  full  viow  of  all  persona  passing  through,  irrespective  of 

whilst  TJ?  Chino8e  Police  wero  detailed' to  search  them 

CKK£i"££nA ln  front  40  wtch-  «« *« 

inoffensive  P°JiC°  ™re  conaid©rod  by  Japanese  to  be  too 

rsSrr?  sE^rs  £  s.1.  rsr>K 

was  standing  absolutely  hakod  for  at  least  five  minutes  Mi*  t-.j 

strus  “ 

3.  Each  article  of  clothing  was  inspected  and  thoroughly  examined. 

nassports  th°  m°n'8  clothinS  the  Japanese  took  their 

bothVm  ’  J*1  oa  the  floor»  and  ruffled  the  heir  of 

dissatisfied  th^teitiCnB  f°L?r;  101,(1  t0  or,en  hlB  mouth  and  being 
Mr  i!  1  vras  sufficiently  widely  open  he  deliberately  took 

.  Lord  s  passport  ana  forced  his  mouth  open  with  it  a  v  n. 

SL2S  :Lth  thelr loe*  <*“•»  «*  «~*£i  »2£  .mtiL.  tSE8  *oth 
ItTXrSt  Ohl!10‘0  P0UCe  «•  »old 

nLtc. ,  Ve^'lTXn^eT^rthl  ‘  "LT 

end  women  wero  passing  through  tho  hut.  6  pUbliC 
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The  Japanese  military  spokesman  at  Tientsin  stated  in  an  interview 
given  to  the  press  on  the  19th  June  that  the  Japanese  had  no  Intention 
of  stopping  foodstuffs  entering  the  Concession  as  such  a  prohibition 
would  be  most  inhuman.  In  connexion  with  this  statement  the 
following  facts  wore  notodf- 

1*  The  Japaneso  authorities  have  turned  back  boats  bringing 
food  up  the  river  for  the  British  Concession. 

2.  On  the  19th  June  a  "Domei"  report  from  Tientsin  Btatod  that 
"throe  trucks  loadod  with  fresh  vegetables  were  admitted  yosterday  to  the 
-Trench  Concession  to  oase  the  vegetable  famine  there".  An  arrangement 
was  consequently  made  by  the  French  authorities  with  tho  Jaoa.no so 
authorities  that  normal  supplies  should  be  brought  into  the  Fronch 
Concossion  by  French  Military  lorries  and  tho  existence  of  this  arrangement 
was  confirmed  by  a  "Domoi"  roport  appearing  in  Tiontsin  on  the  23rd  June. 

Both  these  reports  of  special  arrangements  with  tho  French  authorities 

arc  admissions  that  food  supplies  entering  the  British  Concession  are  subjoct 
At  loast  to  interference  and  obstruction. 

3.  As  a  direct  result  of  the  Japanese  measures  perishable 
foodstuffs  are  very  short  in  the  British  Concession.  For  exanyle 
it  is  understood  that  on  the  21st  Juno  10  per  cent  of  the  usual 
quantities  of  vegetables  wore  available  in  the  Concessions,  whllo  no 
ice  was  available  to  the  British  market  at  all. 


/ 
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CERTIFICATE 

W.D.C.  No.  _ 

I.P.S.  No.  2383  A 

Statement  of  Source  and  Authenticity. 

I,  nAYASKI  Kaoru _ -  — - hereby  certify 

that  I  am  officially  connected  with  the  Japanese  Government  in  the 
following  capacity:  Chief  of  the  Archivftfl  SesUdK.  .foBflftaflfl.  ?or&iga 

Office _ _ _ — - - 

and  that  as  such  official  I  have  custody  of  the  document  hereto 

attached  consisting  of  _ &  pages,  dated  Jufia, — li&SLu  and  described 

as  follows :  Proposal  presented  by  the.  British  Apibfiaflftflpr  TpKyo — 

to  Japanese  Foreign  kinister  ARITA.  on  June  15i  JW9  95,  lg3gj - 

regarding  the  British  CpncesqiQB.  in  TjeRtgjib. - - - - - 

I  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is  an 
official  document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is  part 
of  the  official  archives  and  files  of  the  following  named  ministry 
or  department  (specifying  bIbo  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any, 
or  any  other  official  designation  of  the  regular  location  of  the 

document  in  the  archives  or  files):  . . ■— - 

Foreign  Ministry _ — — - - 

Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

23rd  day  of  Sect  ■  19*6  J&j — 1L — ^nyaph.L- - - - 

Signature  of  Official 

SEAL 

Witness:  /«/  Nagaharu  Odo  C^of,  Ar^iy??  SegtlSfl - 

Official  Capacity 
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